Disability Awareness Campaign Session in
Hun Sen Kampong Popil High School

On November 18th, 2011, Veterans International Gatieb (VIC), in collaboration with
Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rélldgation (MoSVY), conducted a
disability awareness campaign session in Hun Seanpéag Popil High School during the
occasion of celebrating the B@nniversary of USAID and the 20Anniversary of VIC. H.E
= Ith Sam Heng (Minister of MoSVY),
Mr. Flynn Fuller (Mission Director of
USAID in Cambodia), Mr. Robert
Schiffer (CEO of The International
Center), H.E Tep Samon (deputy
governor of Prey Veng province), H.E
Chhay Vanna, H.E Samheng Boros,
directors of provincial departments,
district governor, commune leaders,
school principals, communities, PWDs
and 1727 students were present in this
event.

This event was aimed to (1): to improve the undeding of students and people in the
community about the rights of persons with diséibgi (PWDs), the rights of children with

disabilities, disability early detection and intention, and rehabilitation services; (2): to
mainstream PWDs into community development; andt(Bgxpress the gratitude of VIC to

USAID in celebrating its SDanniversary.

During the opening ceremony, Mr. Tokyo Bak, counegpresentative of VIC, said that VIC
was founded by Mr. Bobby Muller, the former U.S. ivia in late 1991 with the major
founding support from USAID through Vermont SenaRatrick J. Leahy’'s War Victims
Fund. This organization has also received fundingmf AusAID, UNICEF, CBM,
KUSANONE, Liliane Fonds, Grapes for Humanity antiestdonors. For 20 years, VIC has
provided rehabilitation services to over 26,000spas with disabilities. In the center alone,
VIC provided 16,465 new prostheses, 18,705 newoeds, 5,626 wheelchairs and seating
systems and 235,506 physiotherapy treatment saesgioRWDs in the catchment areas. In
addition, VIC also repaired 6,065 prostheses, 4,0B860ses and 3,251 wheelchairs for
PWDs. Yearly VIC provides rehabilitation services @approximately 7,000 persons with
disabilities. VIC remains one of the main rehaaildn service providers in Cambodia.

Mr. Flynn Fuller, mission director,
of USAID, said“the rehabilitation

services of VIC is the longes
running USAID program in
Cambodia. Fifty years ago thig#
month, U.S. President John H
Kennedy created the United State§
Agency for International (& ©
Development (USAID). He had thj8
vision that USAID would help = §
create conditions, in nations lik ‘
Cambodia, where assistance is rg.

longer needed, replaced over ti



by efficient local governments, thriving civil setiés and vibrant private sectors. This vision
was true 50 years ago, and it is true today, esplscin the way USAID serves Cambodians.
We observe the spirit of that original vision héosday with non-governmental organizations
and government working closely together to enalglesgns with disabilities to have active
and productive lives. Together, we are making aagienpact on the quality of lives of
persons with disabilities and communities as a wlioMr. Fuller encouraged VIC to
continue to look for the means to sustain theirragpens and request the Ministry of Social
Affairs to continue to support the important seegcof VIC. He appreciates the great
leadership of the International Center and thereffand commitment of the staff of VIC in
providing quality services for persons with disdigis.

HE Ith Samheng, highly values the
achievements of VIC and the financial support
of USAID. He strongly supports the program of
VIC and requests that USAID would continue
the support to this program.

The minister said that the Royal Government of
Kingdom of Cambodia encourages the
integration of PWDs into the society and

, | l—— SR = provides opportunities for PWDs to have basic

A ﬁ‘ﬁ' needs, especially to ensure the respect of the
principal rights of PWDs such as the rlght to,lifight to receive education, right to have job
and right for public accessibility. The ministerdad that the law and policies have been
enabling PWDs to fully and equally participate e tsociety in order to develop a society for
all, a society with barrier-free, a society with discrimination and a society that respect the
human rights following the BIWAKO Millennium Fram&ork. Mr. Ith Samheng added that
the Law on the Protection and the Promotion ofRights of Persons with Disabilities was
developed to integrate PWDs and ensure the reggethe principal rights of PWDs.
Therefore, the minister advised the PWDs to hopéhi® bright future.

After the opening ceremony, three groups of childrad children with disabilities started to
perform drama. The first group was from Hun Sen Kang Popil High School, the second
group was from Preah Angdoung High School and hird group was from Reab Secondary
School. The group from Preah Angdoung High Schami the first prize.

Mr. Robert Schiffer, HLE Tep Samon and Mr. Flynnli€u offered the prizes to the
representative of each group. Thereafter, Mr. $mhibffered a gift and certificate of
appreciation to H.E Tep Samon and Mr. Bak offeregifaand certificate of appreciation to
USAID, Mr. Fuller, for the invaluable support teetNIC program.

The event was carried out successfully.






